Roundabouts
What You Need to Know

Roundabout Basics

The intersection at CR 561 and CR 455 is currently being
designed to convert it to a single lane roundabout. The
design is scheduled to be complete in late spring 2014
with construction starting later in the year. The project
is being constructed by Lake County based on funding
received from the Florida Department of Transportation
and will address existing safety issues and provide
needed capacity for traffic volumes into the future.
Because large trucks frequently use this intersection, the
design will include features that will accommodate these
vehicles.

What’s a roundabout?
An alternative to the traditional (signalized) intersection,
a roundabout is a circular intersection that promotes
safe and efficient traffic flow. Vehicles travel
counterclockwise around a raised center island. Entering
traffic yields the right-of-way to circulating traffic within
the roundabout. Drivers approaching a roundabout
must reduce their speed, look for potential conflicts with
vehicles already in the roundabout, and be prepared to
stop for pedestrians and bicyclists.

Roundabout Tips

• Slow down as you approach the roundabout.
• Vehicles (including bicycles) inside the roundabout
and pedestrians, always have the right of way.
• Before entering the roundabout, look left. Proceed
when there’s an opening in traffic.
• Don’t stop inside the roundabout. When you’re
inside, you have the right of way.

Because the only movement allowed upon entry or
exit from a roundabout is a right turn, the occurrence
of crashes that result in injury is substantially reduced.
Small-angle collisions, the type of collisions that can
occur as a result of a right-hand turn, are typically less
severe then other types of collisions.

Truck Apron
Center Island
Circulatory
Roadway

Bicycle
Ramp
Landscape
Buffer
Sidewalk

Roundabouts Save Lives...
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You are approaching a roundabout. Now what?
If you are...
...in a car or truck:
• Enter the roundabout in a counter-clockwise motion (to the right).
NEVER go left in the roundabout.
• Slow Down. Yield to pedestrians and bicycles in the crosswalk.
• Look Left. When there’s a large enough gap in the traffic, enter into the
roundabout. You must yield to traffic inside the roundabout.
• Travel counter-clockwise until you reach your exit. Turn on your right
turn signal and exit the roundabout.

Driving straight through a roundabout

• The apron around the raised center island provides extra space for the
trailing wheels of large trucks while driving the roundabout.
...walking:
• Use designated walkways & crosswalks. You have the right of way, but
keep an eye out for cars, trucks and bicycles.
• NEVER cross to the center island. There are no designated crosswalks
to the island and attempting to cross to it could put you in grave danger of
colliding with a vehicle.
...riding a bicycle:
• You have two options: ride with traffic (following the guidelines for cars),
or get off your bicycle and walk your bike using designated crosswalks
(following guidelines for pedestrians)

Benefits of a Roundabout

Right-hand turn through a roundabout.

Left-hand turn through a roundabout.

Lives Saved:
• Up to a 90% reduction in fatalities
• 76% reduction in injury crashes
• 30-40% reduction in pedestrian crashes
• 75% fewer conflict points than 4-way intersections
Slower vehicle speeds (under 30 mph):
• Allows drivers more time to judge and react to other cars or pedestrians
• Accommodates older and novice drivers
• Reduces the severity of crashes
• Creates a safer environment for pedestrians and bicyclists
Efficient traffic flow:
• 30-50% increase in traffic capacity
• Improved traffic flow for intersections that handle a high number of left turns
• Reduced need for storage lanes
Money Saved:
• No signal equipment to install and repair
• Savings estimated at an average of $5,000 per year in electricity and
maintenance costs
• Service life of a roundabout is 25 years (vs. the 10-year service life of signal
equipment)
Community Benefits:
• Calms traffic
• Creates safer pedestrian and bicycle environment
• Reduces fuel consumption as well as air and noise pollution
• Establishes a landmark identity and enhances sense of place

